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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Specie A, claims 1 -1 1 , in the reply filed on 
September 19, 2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

I 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for falling to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 , 2, 3 and 9 recite the limitation "the ends" in lines 8, 2 and 6 respectively. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5.. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Mogi et al. (JP 061 74363) in view of Friesner (US Patent 3.478,138). 
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With regards to claim 1 , Mogi et al. discloses a method of making a refrigerator 
storage assembly wherein a first shelf extrusion 9 having a bottom wall integrally formed 
with a side wall is formed, and a pair of end walls 10 are attached to the ends of the first 
shelf extrusion, each of the end walls engaging the bottom vyall and the side wall of the 
first extrusion, and the storage assembly fixed to the refrigerator by cooperation of 
coupling projections and an engaging groove of the end walls, see abstract and figure 
4. Although Mogi et al. does not disclose forming the first shelf extrusion by cutting to a 
predetermined length an indefinite length of extruded material, however it known to form 
extruded members of a predetermined length by severing to length an indefinite length 
of extruded material as attested by Friesner, see column 1 . lines 13-29. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made, to have formed the first extrusion of Mogi et al. by extruding an indefinite length 
of material to form a first intermediate extrusion and cutting the first intermediate 
extrusion to a predetermined length to form the first shelf extrusion, in light of the 
teachings of Friesner, in order to economically manufacture the shelf extrusion. 
Applicant should note that it is inherent that the extrusion die used to form the shelf 
extrusion of Mogi et al. includes an aperture defining a first leg and a second leg since 
the shelf extrusion of Mogi et al. is l-shaped. 

For claims 2 and 3, Applicant should note that, in as much as the structural 
elements of the storage assembly have not been positively recited, they have not been 
given any patentable weight in the method being claimed. Furthermore such wall 
section and cap are old and well known in the art. 
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For claim 4, Applicant should note that the pair of end walls of Mogi et al. are 
injection molded, see abstract. 

For claims 5 and 6, the projection and groove coupling disclosed by Mogi et al. is 
structurally equivalent to the claimed fastening arrangement. Furthermore it Is within the 
general knowledge of one of ordinary skill in the art to appropriately attach two 
members. 

For claims 7 and 8, Applicant should note that it is conventional coat such shelf 
extrusion as claimed. 

For claims 9-1 1 , Applicant should note that the shelf extrusion of Mogi et al. 
could be cut to different lengths to provide storage assemblies of different sizes, see 
abstract. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4532. The examiner can nomnally be reached on M-F 9-6:30, 1st Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571 ) 272-4526. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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